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I believe in the space program. 

I believe in the kind of space effort which will yield a 

aaximum return for science and the economy from every dollar that 

we spend. 

The question is not whether we are for or against the space 

program, but what kind of space program best serves our national 

priorities and best realizes our scientific potential. 

The manned space program has marshalled the country's scientific 

genius in pursuit of a single goal and has brought us additional 

bene'flts from the spin-off of space technology itito other civilian 

fields. But the program has proven to be too costly, as even 

Pfr. Nixon has conceded--and it provides too few economic, social, 

and scientific benefits, even w i t h  all of its spin-offs. 

I am convinced that the future American space effort should 

focus on unmanned exploration and on the Earth Resources Experi- 

mentation Package--a satellite designed to monitor natural resources, 

natural disasters, agricultural blight, and forest fires, and to 

improve anus control inspection capacity. These are now our most 

Laportant goals in space--and they can be met for an expenditure 

of approximately $2 billion a year. 



,. . - r.-.~~a ox progrcim does not have to lead M em-memploynent 

of skilled scientists, engineers, and production workers. It has 

during the NLxon years, because the Nixon administration has never 

planned for the tralrsfer of asrosppce skills to other high technology 

areas. They have eliminated 500,000 aerospace jobs since they took 

office. Tkey have eliminated 1.8 million jobs in defense-related 

industrias. And they have done this without even thinking aboct new 

jobs to replace the ones they have destroyed, Richard Nixon1s entire 

answer to the need for economic coaversion and adjustment is a 

penniless and powerless federal conunittee which has only ten employees, 

which meets only quarterly, and which has absolutely no field offices. 

As a result, record numbers of space perso~el are out of work in 1972. 

A McGov9rn administration will mske economic conversion a top 

priority. I have already called for a new federal investment of $10 

bt_lli.cn apply aerospace and Oefenbe capacity to different challenge9 

--for example, tfi- production of space-age medical equipment, the 

development of computer operated mass transit systems, and the con- 

trol of poE:uiFon, I mice the same commitment to aerospace workera 

that I have made to all A~erican workers: Under a EkGovern adminis- 
I tration, you will have a job opportunity consistent with your skills 

and your experience. 

No aerospace or defense feb will be eliminated until a comparable 

civilian job has bezn created in a full..enployment, peacetime economy. 

It is time for a space program that is reasonable, and for a 

I rational plan t3 adapt the genius of space technology to more of 

1 our needs here on earth 
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